
 

Dear Resident, 

 

I hope that many of you are starting to enjoy more freedom safely following the easing of 

lockdown restrictions last Saturday. Certainly, in my area the pubs have been busy, but everyone 

seems to have been behaving responsibly whilst still having a good time. Three pubs have had to 

reclose today elsewhere in the country - a reminder that we are not yet ‘out of the woods’ with 

the virus. Please do enjoy yourselves and help rebuild the local economy but do so responsibly and 

safely. 

 

Please see more info below as a reminder about everything we all need to keep on doing to keep 

Buckinghamshire safe and our businesses open. We can only carry on enjoying these new 

freedoms if we all act responsibly and do all we can to prevent the virus spreading. 

 

A reminder of what is now allowed is on the government’s website.  

 

Libraries are reopening  

As I mentioned last time, I’m so pleased that from this week many of our libraries will be physically 

opening their doors again for the first time in months. We are now able to give more detail on our 

website about how it’s all working and which libraries are open when. Many libraries are 

operating reduced opening hours so if you’re planning to visit please check online first for 

information about your own local library. Thank you too to our library staff who have worked so 

hard for us to safely welcome our customers back through the doors again. 

 

Family Support Service  

We are working on restarting some targeted support sessions at our Family Centres for those 

families most in need of help and hope to be able to do this in the coming weeks. We are 

reviewing the most recent government guidance on social distancing and the use of council 

buildings and community settings so we can finalise our plans.  

 

We aren’t yet in a position to confirm when universal and drop-in sessions will resume at Family 

Centres as they can’t be accommodated under the current social distancing restrictions.  

 

https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPI-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0NI-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPK-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPK-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPH-1/c.aspx


Our Family Information Service has lots of information, advice and support for families across 

Buckinghamshire, so please keep checking the website. It’s also got some great tips on fun 

activities to do at home, even virtual explorations of local attractions.  

 

We will update these pages and the Buckinghamshire Council website when we have more 

information about reopening the Family Centres.  

 

People who are still shielding 

I want to focus on the many Buckinghamshire residents for whom life is still very restricted. I know 

it might be difficult seeing others enjoy more freedom but I wanted to give you every assurance 

that you are uppermost in our minds and in our concerns. I hope it’s of some comfort that from 

this week the guidance for people shielding has been relaxed slightly.  

 

Anyone shielding can now: 

 

• meet outdoors in a group of 6 or more, from different households, as long as everyone 

socially distances 

• no longer have to socially distance from other members of your household 

• if you’re a single adult, form a ‘support bubble’ with one other household 

 

From Saturday 1 August, full shielding will be paused and instead people who are extremely 

clinically vulnerable will be advised to adopt strict social distancing instead, which does mean a 

return to work or being able to go to the shops. The government food parcel service will stop on 

Friday 31 July. If you are shielding and want to secure a priority supermarket delivery slot, please 

register online at GOV.UK or call 0800 028 8327 by Friday 17 July.  

 

The full current guidance for shielded people is on the government’s website along with details of 

what happens from 1 August.  

 

I fully appreciate that many of you will want to take these steps really slowly, and might be feeling 

nervous about venturing out more.  

 

In the coming weeks, we will be getting in touch with everyone we’ve been supporting to see how 

they are getting ready for the changes on 1 August and to find out what help people might still 

need, such as support to cope with nerves about venturing out more, financial issues or help 

arranging food and medicine deliveries for themselves. We aim to match these people up with 

support groups in their local area who can help as they return to a more normal lifestyle.  

    

Worried about a vulnerable friend, relative or neighbour? 

    

https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0NJ-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0NK-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0NK-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0NL-1/c.aspx
http://gov.uk/
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0NM-1/c.aspx


Our Adult Social Care team is checking in with all vulnerable residents we are aware of by making 

many regular phone calls and by supporting in other ways too. Please tell us if you know of 

someone who might need our help by calling the Adult Social Care team on 01296 383 204. 

    

Please also carry on using our online community hub for details of how to find support in your 

local area.      

      

 

Stay safe, protect Bucks  

 

As we open up more buildings and sites like libraries and play parks, you’ll see more of our new 

signs telling us the things we all need to keep doing to keep the virus at bay.  

 

Many of you will have seen the news about local surges of the virus in places like Leicester, and we 

all need to remember that while we can now do more of the things we have missed, life cannot 

properly return to normal just yet. 

 

These are the guidelines that give us the best chance of avoiding a local outbreak of the virus 

here in Buckinghamshire: 

 

• Follow social distancing when outside the house; leave space between you and others 

and avoid physical contact with people outside your household. 

• Wear a face covering such as a scarf or mask over your mouth and nose when in public. 

We must do this on public transport or in any space where social distancing isn’t possible, 

as well as in hospitals and doctors surgeries. 

• Thank you for wearing them in other public places such as shops and supermarkets. By 

doing this you are protecting others. 

• Wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds with soap and water. 

• Stay at home and isolate if you have symptoms of the virus (a new continuous cough, 

high fever or a loss of taste or smell). 

• Stay at home and isolate if you have been in contact with someone who has symptoms of 

the virus. 

• Get a test as soon as possible if you get any coronavirus symptoms – book via the NHS 

website. 

https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPN-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0P5-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0P5-1/c.aspx


• Travel by walking or cycling whenever you can. If this isn’t possible then use your own car 

and don’t give anyone a lift who isn’t from your household. 

 

Can you help a local child?  

Throughout the coronavirus crisis, foster carers across Buckinghamshire have continued offering 

places in their homes to children and young people in care. It’s been tough going at times and we 

are really grateful for all the dedication they’ve shown.  

 

There is a good chance more foster carers will be needed as life resumes in its ‘new normal’, so if 

you’ve ever thought about fostering then this might be the right time.  

 

We are currently fast-tracking applications from people with a current DBS who have experience 

working with children and young people – for the right applicants you might be fostering in a week 

or so!  

 

There are excellent rewards for anyone who fosters with Buckinghamshire Council including 

generous allowances, training and a great support network.  

 

If you could help a local child go to www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/fostering to find out more.  

 

Rothschild Foundation launches its Covid-19 Support Fund  

The Rothschild Foundation has launched a Covid-19 Support Fund this week. The Fund aims to 

support Buckinghamshire’s charitable organisations which have been adversely affected by the 

coronavirus crisis and are experiencing significant increased demand for their services.  

 

Charities addressing mental health, social isolation and financial hardship, including homelessness, 

are particularly encouraged to apply.  

 

More details and full application guidance can be found on the Rothschild Foundation’s website. 

 

#ProudofBucks 

As you know, we like to applaud as many groups, business, organisations and individuals as 

possible in our #ProudofBucks slot. It’s here that we reflect on the fantastic ongoing community 

effort which continues to be one of the positives of this situation. We are proud of every person 

and group who have worked so hard to support their communities during lockdown.  

 

One such example is Chutney Jacks in Winslow, who are donating a percentage of all online orders 

to The Food Cupboard at St Lawrence Church – a foodbank which serves the local area. So far, 

they’ve raised over £200 which is really helping to keep the foodbank stocked. 

 

You can read more #ProudofBucks stories on our blog.  

https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0P6-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0P7-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5F0VK-1/c.aspx


 

  LOOK AFTER YOUR BODY 

 

   Our physical health can have a big impact on how we feel. If you are able to get out for daily 

   exercise,  walking the dog or going for a walk or run is great for the mind as well as the body. Take note  

   of the changes in your surroundings and enjoy yourself.  
 

 

 
 

 

Stay safe and protect Bucks, 

  

Martin Tett 

Leader of Buckinghamshire Council   

 

To keep up to date with the latest news from Buckinghamshire Council, please follow us on social media: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Buckinghamshire Council 

The Gateway, Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury, HP19 8FF 

buckinghamshire.gov.uk  
 

 

    

 
 

https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPX-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPS-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPT-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPU-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPV-1/c.aspx
https://enews.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/5438-84Q4-30UXMD-5EKPW-1/c.aspx

